214                        THE PACIFIC ISLANDS

something of a sequence of surface may be regularly observed
and this of course does not refer solel> to the mid Pacific
groups but applies \\ith equal truth to continental islands
like Ja\a and \ew Caledonia The sequence runs somewhat
m this \\a\ \t the sea le\el are seen the beaches and sand
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dunes or the coral flats that are the result of the raising of
a reef These raised reefs gradually acquire a coating of
*oil and in time some vegetation notably coco nut palms
Behind the beach line are the coastal plains and alluvial areas
built up by the streams descending from the interior slopes
Abutting on these lowland areas may be the steep ends of
the lava flo\\s now presenting a sheer wall of cliff or more
sloping flow surfaces where the la\a has flattened out on its
wav to the sea Behind these again may be a high treeless